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· Introduction
Enduring poverty and chronic unemployment compels the design of new strategies for building an economic empowerment model for 20 million families who have at least one member with a disability.  Disability is more prevalent in minority households and working age adults with disabilities are three times more likely to live in poverty than their peers without disabilities.
New tools and partnerships are beginning to emerge with the leadership of Mayor’s offices in New York City, Boston, Baltimore, Jacksonville, San Antonio, San Francisco, Jacksonville, FL, Chicago and other cities to help design a path out of poverty for Americans with disabilities.  Community partnerships with strength and expertise drawn from employers, United Way, community and faith based organizations, financial institutions and disability related groups are designing and implementing financial education programs, low-cost financial services, volunteer tax filing assistance, matched savings plans, and work incentives to reduce dependence on public benefits and advance self-sufficiency.
For the first time, program changes to Medicaid and Social Security are encouraging more choices and direction of public benefits within individual budgets to allow individuals with disabilities to manage their own plans to increase independence, community participation, and encourage savings and asset development.
With the advice and support of the National Disability Institute (NDI) in collaboration with the IRS/SPEC, the 2011 Real Economic Impact Tour through its partners reached over 397,000 individuals with disabilities in all 50 states to access and use the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and connect to other asset building strategies.  In 2011, the Campaign expanded its model in 100 cities with local leadership provided by community coalitions that are building new relationships with the disability community.  With funding from the Ford Foundation, the National Cooperative Bank, in its beginning, and now from Bank of America, AT&T, Acorda Therapeutics and Walmart, NDI and IRS have produced the first of its kind research on the financial service experiences and needs of working age adults with disabilities and their asset development goals and dreams. 
· Breaking Down Barriers
As a next step in breaking down barriers to economic advancement for persons with disabilities and their families, NDI in collaboration with the IRS, and the Mayor’s Office in Boston, Massachusetts and the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston will organize the Sixth Annual Asset Development Summit to be held September  27th and 28th  with a preconference workshop on the 26th for new cities attending.  The Mayor’s Asset Development Summit for persons with disabilities will bring new public attention and visibility to the changing expectations, experiences, and aspirations of persons with disabilities and their families to achieve a better economic future.  The Summit will have three important objectives:
a. To bring together the REI Tour leaders from selected new cities and old cities) to share innovative practices, resources and challenges in building disability capacity within their network. Participants represent the Mayor’s disability work in asset building and free tax preparation as well as a participating disability organization lead. In addition, each city would send a corresponding lead IRS/SPEC representative; It is estimated that for 2011 - 40 cities will be invited to attend.
b. To establish an expanded peer support system led by Mayors and other lead free tax and asset building coalitions that design and implement a citywide strategy with public-private collaboration to produce asset development outcomes for the target population;

c. To creatively problem solve options to overcome policy and system barriers to advance self-sufficiency and reduce dependence on public benefits for taxpayers with disabilities, their families and employers.
The Mayor of Boston and his Commissioner on Disability as well as the Director of the Boston EITC Campaign are committed to welcoming cities and sharing their best practices in reaching low to moderate income taxpayers with disabilities. The Mayor’s meeting is lead by NDI and its co-sponsor IRS/SPEC and will be held at the Federal Reserve of Boston.  A group of 150 individuals from all fifty states will convene on September 27th and 28th at the Federal Reserve to participate in over a dozen sessions highlighting best practices and innovations that are building a better economic future for Americans with disabilities. Popular topics from the past five conferences included understanding access and accommodation issues, marketing and outreach of free tax preparation to the disability community, financial education strategies, partnerships with financial institutions, use of IDAs if on a means tested benefit, work incentives, available tax credits for taxpayer with disabilities, use of EITC, use of social media and marketing to increase effective messaging, role of coalitions in promoting disability related public policy and legislation. 

Logistics of Meeting and Stipends
· 40 plus city representatives will be provided two overnight stays in Boston, MA at the Renaissance Marriott with a stipend toward travel and food expenses (one invitee per city) provided by IRS. Cities will be indentified by August 1, 2011.
· Preconference meeting for new cities being offered 2 pm – 5 pm September 26th  at a local disability organization on the day before meeting. 
· Day One September 27th Meeting begins at 8:00 AM – 5:15 PM 
· Evening Reception from 5:30 to 7:00 PM on the 32 floor Federal Reserve of Boston.
· Day Two September 28th Meeting begins 8:00 AM – Noon

· Continental light breakfast both days 
· Lunch on own at Café at Federal Reserve Bank or elsewhere
· The two-day meeting offers opportunities to showcase creative partnerships and innovative strategies now being pioneered by selected cities.  The outcome of the meeting is to build peer to peer learning networks and increase best practices in increasing access and use of free tax and asset building services. 


